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MONTHLY MAILBAGS REVIEWED 


Moscow xRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 3 Sep 82 p 2 
(Correspondence from readers reviewed: 'KRASNAYA ZVEZDA's Mailbag" ] 


Text] The editors received 7,087 letters from readers during the 
month of August. Of these 360 were published. Articles published 
in KRASNAYA ZVEZDA elicited 325 reponses. 


The last month of summer is a special time for members of the armed forces. harac- 
teristic of August, as convincingly shown by our mail, was intensive combat training 
th in our units and aboard "ships. Commanders, rolitic al officers, party and Komso- 
organizations, all personnel put fo rth persistent efforts to insure successful 
plans and socialist obligations under- 


formation of the USSR. 


- co) ns 
~ 


fulfillment of combat and political train 


ng 
taken in honor of the 60th anniversary of th 


Over the course of the past series of exercises personnel of the artillery battery 
commanded by Guards Senior Lieutenant V. Kostenko honorably passed a serious test," 
writes Guards Captain O. Kalinchikov of the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany. "In a 
difficult tactical situation full of surprises, the crews led by Guards Sergeants V. 
Dan'shin and K. Tilavadiyev performed coolly, demonstrating initiative and high levels 
hitting all ‘enemy’ targets the battery insured the operational 


fire training. By 
»9f the motorized rifle subunits (podrazdeleniye) involved. 


That armed forces personnel are full of resolve successfully to fulfill obligations in 

socialist competition to render a fitting salute to the 60th anniversary of the forma- 

tion of the USSR and to achieve new levels of military skill we see in letters from 
the Transbaykal Military District, pilot Captain B. 


f i 
Ivanteyev from the Leningrad Military District, Navy Warrant Officer S. Kozin of the 
: S rking on the construction of the 


+ TF T 4 ‘ > ~ Tes naw , 
inker Lieutenant I. Vigdorovy 


- Y R- =, e Le . 
10 Le. BIFyYUKOV, WO 


while reporting successes in both service performance and training, readers are at the 
same time critically analyzing deficiencies in the organization of competition, the 
raining and education program and living conditions and leisure time activities and 
suggesting ways to remedy them. Here is 
t'r + 


co 
c 7 Tt + . os. om . . 

one ort tnese ietters. we are serving 1n a 

Ko oe Hu 4 ane 4G | wea aod x ; 

trom the Ural Military District. ne 


helicopter squadron," writes Private R. Sabitov 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 


MILITARY PSYCHOLOGY AND TROOP TRAINING DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 82 (signed to press 
19 Oct 82) pp 59-66 


‘Article by Candidate of Historical Sciences, Lt Gen I. Ovcharenko, Chief of 
the Politicai Section of the Military Academy imeni M. V. Frunze: "Military 
Psychology and the Process of Instructing Students"] 


‘Text! The Communist Party has given constant attention to the training of 
leadership personnel. Having noted the successes of the Soviet higher school, 
the 26th CPSU Congress emphasized that in the future it is essential to improve 
the quality of instruction and to broaden and strengthen the ties of the train- 
ing and educational process with practice and life. The Decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers "On Further Developing the 
Higher School and Improving the Quality of Specialist Training” has become a 
new manifestation of concern for personnel. The decree outlines a specific 
program of higher school activities at the present stage, and these apply fully 


to military schools. 


The rapid development of military equipment, weapons and military affairs as a 
whole has confronted the military academies and schools training command, polit- 
ical and engineer personnel with evermore complex tasks. This is quite natural. 
A most important demand of the party's is not to restrict graduates to just 
high professional training. They must have an integrated Marxist-Leninist 
ideology, communist conviction and firm skills in leading the military collec- 
tives. The military school graduates, the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU 

D. F. Ustinov, has pointed out, should be given "a feeling for the new, they 
should manifest initiative and creativity in solving the problems raised by 
life, they should have firm pedagogical and psychological knowledge and be a 
modei of moral purity and general culture." 


It is particularly essential to emphasize the influence of psychology on the 
effectiveness of the instruction and indoctrination process. Recently, its 

role has risen noticeably in all spheres of social life. In the pedagogical 
process, as is known, man holds the leading place. Both as the control element 
and as the object of control. This also determines the inevitability, in the 
course of training a military specialist, in turning to military psychology and 
to the practical employment of its conclusions and recommendations. Certainly 
no improvement in the pedagogical process or rise in the results of the instruc- 
tion and indoctrination of the students and officer candidates are possible 
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without considering their intellectual and emotional reserves and the poten- 
tials of the human psyche. 


In pedagogical practice, the recommendations of psychology have long been re- 
sorted to. For example, in our academy great attention has been paid to the 
studying of these since its inception. Even during the years of the Civil War, 
prominent civil military leaders such as N. I. Podvoyskiy, M. V. Frunze and 

M. N. Tukhachevskiy in their speeches repeatedly emphasized the importance of 
military psychology for increasing the combat capability of the young Red Army. 
"Our army," said M. V. Frunze after whom the academy is named, “should be tech- 
nically and psychologically prepared to carry out any sort of task." 


The first systematized course of lectures on military psychology was given in 
the 1919-1920 academic year personally by the chief of the academy A. Ye. 
Snesarev. The lectures and seminar exercises provided a great deal for the 
graduates. The Red officers who came from the people in the fire of the bat- 
tles on the Civil War fronts demonstrated their superiority over the command 
personnel of the White Guards and interventionists. This included in their 
operational-tactical thinking, in their knowledge of the laws of relationships 
between people and collectives and in their ability to unite them and lead 


them. 


A course in military psychology has existed in the academy starting in the 
1920's. During this period there was a special psychological laboratory which 
had been created upon the orders of the Revvoyensovet [Revolutionary Military 
Council] of 2 March 1920. Its co-workers were concerned with studying the 
behavior of individuals and entire collectives urder various conditions of 
troop activities and provided recommendations on the use of graduates in 
various positions and on selecting candidates for instruction. 


The psychological laboratory generally proved effective. It obtained very in- 
teresting materials which were employed not only in the academy, but alo in 
the Red Army units and institutions. Its activities were generalized in the 
book "“Opyt psikhologicheskoy raboty v Voyennoy akademii RKKA” [Experience of 
Psychological Work in the Red Army Military Academy]. The book attracted the 
attention of leading workers at the People's Commissariat of Defense and the 
General Staff. Upon the initiative of M. V. Frunze who held the post of 
people's commissar, a system of psychophysical laboratories was organized in a 
numbe~ of military schools and institutions. The people's commissar showed 
constant interest in their work and utilized the results obtained by them in 


his speeches, articles and so forth. 


The military psychological works of M. V. Frunze and other Soviet military 
leaders, in being based on Marxist-Leninist methodology, are marked by a high 
party approach and scientificness. They have not lost their practical value 
and for the command, the political workers and the faculty serve as a model for 
working out military psychology problems in relation to carrying out the tasks 
of instructing and indoctrinating the students, preparing them for leadership 
of the units in modern combat and carrying out political indoctrination in the 


troops. 








Over the more than half-century of its existence, the e@ca 
great experience. On the basis of tris, all categories o 
planned and profound study of psycnologyv. For the young rs, the 

course is given on “psychological and pedagogical bases in training and indoc- 
‘rinational work." After studying this, each man takes an exam. For the re- 
maining instructors, in the system of commander training lectures and seminars 
are organized on the urgent problems of the higher military school. In the 
instructing oi the students, basic attention is given to the psychological 
problems of the leadership of people, to the psychology of individual soldiers 
and military collectives and to the methods of preparing them for active oper- 
ations in a combat situation. For the students of academy courses where the 
instructors from the military schools of the Ground Forces improve their skills, 
the accent is put on studving the particular features of psychology in the of- 
ticer candidate collectives as well as on the ways for increasing the effective- 
ness of their cognitive activites and their control. The shaping of psycho- 
logical knowledge, abilities and skills is one of the most important tasks in 
the military professional training within the academy. 


‘ - . a 
nscru LO 


The questions of military psychology are organically incorporated in the con- 
tent of the training programs for Marxist-Leninist philosophy, military peda- 
gogics and operational-tactical disciplines. These problems are also taken up 
in the course of the training process. In addition to planned exercises, ex- 
tracurricular lectures, conferences and meetings with prominent military psy- 
chologists are organized. The command and political section of the academy 
have provided clear cooperation between the chairs and faculties, directing 
their efforts toward a single goal. They actively intervene into the course of 
the training and indoctrinational process, they provide specific recommenda~ 
tions in accord with the party's instructions and the demands of the USSR min- 
ister of defense on the training of personnel and provide help in their prac- 


tical implementation. 


During the winter of the last training year, upon the political section's ini- 
tiative, a thorough analysis was made of the work done by the chairs in the 
area of the moral-political and psychological training of the students. The 
obtained results were examined and discussed in detail by the academy council. 
Speaking before it was the deputy chief of the academy, Lt Gen L. Kadatskiy, 
who disclosed a series of shortcomings in this area. The facts given by him 
helped in critically assessing the pedagogical work and to better and more 
clearly see the existing reserves and the ways for realizing them. 


The academy council obliged the leaders of the chairs to continue improving 

the psychological and pedagogical training of the facuity, to creatively imple- 
ment a comprehensive approach to the training and indoctrination of the stu- 
dents, to ensure a party approach in the instruction of all disciplines, par- 
ticularly for military ones, and to more boldly introduce new, progressive 
methods in the training process. These recommendations became a subject of 
discussion at the permanent seminars, at sessions of the chairs and subject 
procedural commissions as well as at party meetings. Many apt proposals were 
made the implementation of which provided positive results in the psychological 
tempering of the future combined-arms commanders. 


~~, 
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The moral factor, as is known, plavs a major role in raising combat readiness. 
it is an inseparable component of troop combat potential. In line with this, 
the demands have been constantly growing on further strengthening troop morale 
and the developing of high combat qualities in the troops. At present, each 
serviceman muct be clearly aware of the moral, physical and psychological hard- 
ships he will encounter in real combat as well as what safety factor he must 
acquire in peacetime, in the course of combat training. 


Our academy receives officers who have good ideological and psychological 
tempering as well as command experience. But this tempering must be raised to 
a higher level. Arguing in favor of such a conclusion is the experiment con- 
ducted by our psychologists during the entrance exams. The following picture 
was disclosed. Over 80 percent of the persons tested experienced negative emc- 
tions before the exam. Some responded slowly to various inputs while others 
clearly showed poorer accuracy of actions. Yet in terms of the amount of the 
psychological stress, the exam in no way could be compared with what might be 
encountered in a combat situation. 


The psychological training of the students is a process of forming, on the 
basis of their ideological and moral convictions, such qualities which are es- 
sential for the combined-arms commanders in troop leadership under extremely 
tense and dangerous situations of modern combat. This training is carried out 
in close relation and cooperation with moral and political training. These 
are links in a single chain and they cannot be separated. Only in a unity 
can they produce the desired result. 


Moral-political and psychological training permeates the entire pedagogical 
process in the academy. Its tasks are carried out by the joint efforts of the 
command, the political section and the collectives of all chairs. We would 
particularly like to emphasize the role of the social sciences chair. The 
party views the teaching of social sciences as an important area of ideological 
work in the VUZes. The faculty of these chairs also endeavors to honorably 


carry out their duty to the party. 


The basis for the ideological tempering of the students is a profound knowledge 
of Marxism-Leninism as an integrated teaching which includes philosophical, 
economic and sociopolitical views, the history of the CPSU and the state as 
well as the teachings about war and the army. This knowledge is given primar- 
ily by the social sciences chairs and the social sciences instructors. Under 
their leadership the students study the works of the founders of Marxism- 
Leninism, CPSU policy, the directing role of the party in the constructing of 
communism and in organizing national defense as well as the many-faceted activ- 
ities of the CPSU Central Committee headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Only a 
knowledge of Marxist-Leninist theory makes it possible to correctly understand 
the fundainental questions of military-organizational development, the training 
and indoctrination of the troops, including the psychological capabilities of 
the men, and the moral consequences of various decisions and actions taken by 


them. 


Naturally, the political section does everything possible to improve the level 
of the training-indoctrinational and scientific-procedural work of the social 
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sciences chairs and to more fully utilize their possibilities in shaping the 
Marxist-Leninist ideology and ideological conviction of the students. Due to 
this, their authority and influence on the other chairs have increased. The 
interchair theoretical seminars, the conferences for the leaders of course work 
and the mutual reviewing of lectures and teaching aids have become more inform- 
ative. One such seminar conducted at the end of the last academic year was de- 
voted to the problems of the moral-political and psychological training of the 
students. Participating in it were the instructors from the chair of party 
history and party political work, the chair for combat training procedures and 
officers from the political section. The seminar had a professional, creative 
nature. It heiped outiine new areas in work. 


The course on urgent problems of party political work in the Soviet Armed 
Forces has assumed particular significance for the academy's students. This is 
one of the most important social science subjects which arms the future 
combined-arms commanders with a knowledge and practical skills in the »volitical 
indoctrination of the men under the most diverse conditions of troop <« tivi- 
ties. it is closely linked to military psychology. The measures relaced to 
party-political and psychological support are conducted simultaneously, accord- 
ing to a single plan. For this reason, the political section devotes close 
attention to the psychological and pedagogical preparedness of the instructors 
for the course on party political work as their role is increasing more and 
more, particularly in working out with the students tactical problems in the 
field and at command-staff exercises. In the course of such exercises, the 
pedagogue has an indoctrinational effect on those around primarily through 

his communist conviction and broad scientific erudition. His sound knowledge 
of the psychology of conducting modern combat is a dependable prerequisite for 
the skillful use of the factors favoring the successful achievements of the 


goals set in the exercises. 


In our academy the elements of the psychological preparation of students for 
act.ve combat operations are incorporated in the plan for exercises and drills 
in many subjects. As for the direct combat training of the students, in this 
regard the greatest significance is given to bringing the training situation 
close to the conditions of real combat. In the training process extensive use 
is made of various technical devices and trainers which make it possible to 
simulate a combat situation in the audience. Particularly effective are train- 
ers equipped as troop control points in combat. With their aid it is possible 
to introduce an entire complex of strong stimuli which operate on the human 


psyche during combat work. 


It is generally known how difficult it is for a commander when in the course of 
combat he has very little or no inclination on the situation. But, as it turns 
out, it is even more difficult for him when the flow of information, like an 
avalanche, increases rapidly. It requires enormous restraint and unprecedented 
will power to analyze everything and to isolate the main and most essential 
thing. Such situations are often created in training drills. Here the exercise 
leaders proceed from the view that in modern combat not only the enemy, but also 
one's own troops will suffer heavy losses. Under certain conditions, as the- 
Great Patriotic War showed, this factor has a negative effect upon troop morale 


and on their combat capability. 














Research important in its conclusions was carried out on this subject by a 
collective of scientists from the chair headed by Lt Gen P. Maly:kshin. In 
studying the combat operations of units which differed in composition, train- 
ing level and equipment during the period of the war, the researchers were con- 
vinced that the moral and combat qualities of the personnel influenced the out- 
come of battle in a dual manner: in the first place, through the activeness of 
the personnel and their ability to effectively utilize the weapons and, second- 
ly, through he psychological steadfastness and the capacity to maintain a 
fighting mood in critical situations. With the help of instructors from the 
social sciences chairs, they outlined the criteria for assessing the moral- 
political and psychological training of the units and subunits which partici- 
pated in battles. The results of the research were reduced to a table which 

is frequently employed in exercises. The students can see for themselves that 
it is possible to avoid the negative consequences of high casualties if the 
moral-political and psychological conditioning of the troops is carried out not 
haphazardly but rather constantly. They learn to realistically assess the bal- 
ance of forces and the ensuing consequences which can develop in the course of 


combat operations. 


There is no doubt about it, modern equipment provides great opportunities for 
the modeling of a combat situation in exercises. But this situation, of course, 
cannot fully replace real combat conditions. In this regard much is provided 

by tactical exercises, particularly those with field firing. The students take 
an active part in them. Both during the period spent in the academy and in 

the troops. In going on a service training assignment, they are given specific 
assignments for moral-political and psychological training. The fulfillment of 
these is accounted for bv the chairs and discussed at colloquiums and seminars. 


The academy has long maintained close ties with the troops. These aid in 
mutual enrichment. Due to them the academy's training process reflects the 
experience of the units and subunits acquired during the years of the Great 
Patriotic War, in recent major exercises and in the carrying out of internation- 


al tasks by the Soviet military. 


It should be particularly emphasized that we pay the closest attention to com- 
bat experience which is characterized by an abundance of examples of courage, 
steadfastness and self-sacrifice by the armed defenders of the Soviet mother- 
land. Both the students and the instructors constantly turn to the very rich 
treasurehouse of military glory and valor shown by the heroes of the last war. 
Frequently trips are organized to the site of battles. For example, last year 
a large group of students headed by the participant of the Battle of Moscow, 
Prof, Maj Gen Art G. Biryukov visited the Greater Moscow Area A detailed anal- 
ysis of the operations of the units was carried out on the spot. For the same 
purpose a trip was organized to Volgograd under the leadership of Prof, Maj Gen 
B. Panov. All of this, taken together, comprises the system created in the 
academy for the moral-political and psychological conditioning of the students. 
Also in it we should put the measures provided under the comprehensive plan 

for the communist indoctrination of future combined-arms commanders. A signif- 
icant portion of these measures is carried out during extracurricular time. 

The command and the political section endeavor to ensure the effectiveness of 


this work. 
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Another important area is the use of the recommendations of military psycholcgy 
in the very training process and the increasing of its efficiency. Instruction 
is a natural, dialectically developing process. [It has its own patterns and 
above all the patterns of the cognitive activities of the students. The in- 
strucrtor directs and controls these activities. But any control is effective 
only in the event that the essence of the controlled phenomenon or process is 
clear and comprehensible. The famous Russian pedagogue K. D. Ushinskiy formu- 
lated this demand in the following manner: "We cannot say to pedagogues: pro- 
ceed in such 4a manner; but we can tell them: study the laws of those mental 
phenomena which you wish to control and proceed in accord with these laws and 
those circumstances under which you wish to apply them." 


Experienced pedagogues who constantly rely on psychology are well aware that 
the cognitive capabilities cf students are unevenly distributed over each hour 
of exercises. Initially, these increase gradually then, having reached the 
maximum, begin to decline. In the ordinary giving of a lecture, there are 
moments which are short in time when the students’ attention lessens and they 
do not assimilate the material sufficiently well. But if instruction is cer- 
ried out by active methods, then perception is improved. This, in particular, 
is the effect from problem studying. Its essence is that the pedagogue starts 
the exercise by the setting out of problems and then with the help of the 
students searches for ways to solve them. The problem nature of instruction 
prepares one to work under difficult situations where the right solution is 
provided by the capacity for nonstandard thinking. This is why many instructors 
endeavor to use this method. 


A knowledge of human abilities makes it possible to correctly organize the cog- 
nitive activities of the students. Instruction which does not consider human 
abilities runs contrary to the requirements of psychology and cannot produce 
optimum results. The practical experience of the VUZes convincingly confirms 
this. For this reason in organizing the exercises the instructors endeavor to 


weigh and anticipate everything. 


In the academy experiments and scientific research have assumed a broad scope 
in the area of raising the effectiveness of the training and indoctrinational 
process and further improving moral-political and psychological training. 

Many of our scientists and instructors participate in the scientific research 
proposed by the Chief Directorate of Military Schools under the USSR Ministry 
of Defense. Students are also often involved in the work. Very interesting 
material has been acquired. Om the basis of it teaching aids have been created 
and their authors include Candidates of Sciences Maj Gen A. Shramchenko, Col 

M. Zakhodyakin and Col P. Fisenko. These aids have been made available to both 


the instructors and students. 


However, the introduction of new developments into practice does not always 
occur easily and quickly. This is a major, important problem. The documents 
of the 26th CPSU Congress emphasized: "A crucial, most acute area at present 
is the introduction of scientific discoveries and inventions." The academy's 
political section and the party organizations consider it their duty to provide 
the greatest possible support for innovators in the practical implementation 


of their plans. 
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The new and advanced is introduced into all stages of the training process, 
including into the method of holding exams and quizzes. This is done with one 
aim, namely to more fully determine the mental abilities of the students and 
their ability to employ their knowledge in practice, particularly under com- 
plex, critical situations of combat. The use in the training process of sys- 
tems analysis for various problems and many other methods worked out a’ the 
academy have produced good results. 


Creative thought does not stand still. It is constantly developing and moving 
forward. The innovators are continuing the search. A large collective of 
scientists is working on the compiling of a list of professional qualities for 
a military leader in the command-staff specialty. This should be prepared by 
the academy. The list of qualities will provide answers to many questions of 
concern to the instructors and indoctrinators of highly skilled command person- 
nel. At the same time, an improved procedure for the psychological selection 
of candidates tor our academy is being worked out. It will also influence the 
organization of the training end indoctrinational process. 


Thus, the academy is doing a great deal for the psychological tempering of the 
students and for utilizing the recommendations of military psychology in the 
training process. ‘Yowever, this does not mean that everything is going smooth- 
ly. There are definite shortcomings and oversights as well as unsolved prob- 
lems. For example, the negative comments from the troops make it possible to 
judge this. From them it is clear that individual officers, having taken 

over the troop collectives, feel umsure of themselves when they must solve 
sociopsychological problems of human leadership and participate in party polit- 
ical work. Some of our graduates employ their knowledge in practice timidly 
and looking over their shoulder. 


Why does this happen? Obviously, in the course of instruction some of the 
students have been overlooked by the instructors. The mentors pay more atten- 
tion to some and less to others. Instruction itself, it turns out, is not 
sufficiently effective. It must be improved and bettered. 


In a word, the academy collective has some work to do. The command and the 
political section, in analyzing the replies from the troops, have focused the 
faculty primarily on further strengthening the ideological content of the train- 
ing process, its practical focus, the posing and carrying out of indoctrina- 
tional tasks in each exercise and the wider introduction of the problem method 
of instruction. As before, military psychology remains a dependable assistant 
for the pedagogues. Attention to it is growing on all the chairs. The program 
of instruction is being improved, new sections and subjects are being incorpor- 
ated in it, in particular, the study of the psychological capabilities of the 
enemy in various types of combat operations. 


The experience of other higher military schools plays an important role in 
carrying out the training and indoctrinational tasks. Our instructors regular- 
ly meet and exchange scientific information with the creative workers from the 
Military Political Academy imeni V. I. Lenin, the Military Academy for the 
Armored Troops imeni Mar SU R. Ya. Malinovskiy and the Higher "Shot" Officer 
Courses imeni Mar SU B. M. Shaposhnikov. We have repeatedly heard lectures by 
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Doctors of Pedagogical Sciences A. Barabanshchikov, V. Davydov and N. Kiryashov 
and Doctors of Psychological Sciences M. D'yachenko, M. Korobeynikov and N. 
Fedenko. The instructors from a whole series of chairs are closely following 
the scientific research by the collective of scientists from the Military Medi- 
cal Academy imeni S. M. Kirov the achievements of which are of great interest 
in the area of miiitary psychology. Professional meetings, the all-round 
discussion of problems and the mutual search for ways to resolve them have 
brought inestimable mutual benefit. 


In truth, such meetings sometimes are of a local nature. The time has come to 
put the question of disseminating advanced experience on a truly scientific 
basis. And not on a scale of a single academy, but rather on a basis of at 
least several leading higher military schools. 


As is known, the students of the higher military school must be armed with the 
most modern scientific knowledge. At present, this demand is particularly 
timely. At the 6th All-Army Conference of Primary Party Organization Secretar- 
ies the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, emphasized: "At present 
it is inconceivable to lead the troops and to instruct and indoctrinate them 
without scientific knowledge or contrary to science. The military leader of 
any rank can count on success in his work only when he is in step with the ac- 
complishments of military theoretical thought and when he himself studies and 


grows.” 


The collective of our academy is steadily and puiposefully working on carrying 
out the demands and instructions of the CPSU and the USSR Minister of Defense 
on the training of highly skilled command personnel. We are taking every meas- 
ure to raise this work to a new, higher level, to increase the results of the 
training and indoctrinational process and to arm the students with practical 
skills and the ability to work with others. 


Leaving the academy's walls are politically mature, psychologically strong 
officers who are capable of leading large military collectives. They are al- 
wavs ready to honorably carry out their duty to the fatherland. 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


FOREIGN VIEWS ON PARTY CONTROL OF SOVIET ARMED FORCES CRITICIZED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 82 (signed to press 
19 Oct 82) pp 79-82 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Lt Col V. Kandybo: "The Truth 
Against Fabrications" ] 


[Text] The development of international events in the 1980's eloquently shows 
that the forces of aggressive imperialism and the entire world reaction, as a 
counterweight to the policy of detente, have set out on a policy of increasing 
the arms race, intervening into the internal affairs of other states and sup- 
pressing the liberation struggle of peoples. A final swing of the imperialist 
propaganda machine to a status of “psychological warfare" has become a compo- 


nent part in this policy. 


In strengthening anticommunist and anti-Soviet propaganda, the bourgeois ideol- 
ogists, as before, rely basically on the falsifying of Marxism-Leninism and on 
the denying of its world historical significance. Here the key point of falsi- 
fication is the question of the leading role of the Communist Party in Soviet 
society generally and in the Armed Forces in particular. 


The leadership of the CPSU over Soviet society is an objective pattern. This 
pattern operates in all areas of social life, including in the area of military 
organizational development and improving and strengthening the Armed Forces. 
"The fundamental basis of military-organizational development," states the CPSU 
Program, “is leadership by the Communist Party over the Armed Forces and a 
strengthening of the role and influence of the party organizations in the Army 


and Navy." 


The party's activities in the area of leadership over the Soviet state's Armed 
Forces consist in the elaboration of military, military-technical policy and 
military doctrine; in elaborating the principles of military-organizational 
development and the organizing of their practical realization; in the recruit- 
ing, placement and indoctrination of military personnel; in systematic pur- 
poseful party political work in the troops. 


Party leadershi, over military-organizational development has played an enor- 
mous role in creating and strengthening our army and in defeating our state's 
enemies during the years of the Civil and Great Patriotic Wars. "Phe Soviet 
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Armed Forces," pointed out the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central 
Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “owe their out- 
standing victories and invincible might to the Leninist party, the tested 
strategist, genial organizer and wise indoctrinator. All their heroic history 
serves as convincing and vivid proof of the great vitality of the highest 
principle in Soviet military-organizational development, that is, the principle 
of the unchallenged leadership of the Communist Party over national defense af- 
fairs. In party leadership lies the main and decisive source for the combat 
might and invincibility of the USSR .\rmed Forces." 


All of this is well known to our enemies. For this reason they so zealously 
and constantly endeavor to cast aspersions on the Leninist party, discredit its 
military policy, distort its leading role in the Soviet Armed Forces and there- 
by in some manner weaken its military might. For this, they employ both direct 
lies as well as various sorts of pseudoscientific falsifications. 


In intentionally distorting the sense and content of party leadership over mil- 
itary organizational leadership, bourgeois ideologists have usually reduced 
this leadership to a primitive concept of “control over the enemy." For ex- 
ample, the West German military writer E. Pruck in an article "The Leadership 
of the Soviet Armed Forces" which claims “scientific objectivity," categorical- 
ly asserts that the CPSU supposedly maintains power due to relying on the army 
and exercising control over it. 


For such "researchers" who are accustomed to thinking in the categories of 
bourgeois reality, where everything is based upon relationships of class domin- 
ance and subordination, there is no way they can understand the essence of the 
Soviet system or the dialectics of socialism. Yes, the CPSU is a ruling party. 
But it is vain to attempt to imagine it as a certain self-contained force. The 
party has no other interests but the interests of the people. It leads society 
not because it “relies on the army,” but rather under a mandate from the people 
and due to the objective needs of social development. Precisely the party 
armed with progressive Marxist-Leninist teachings determines the general pros- 
pects for society's development and the line of Soviet domestic and foreign 
policy, it directs the great creative activities of the Soviet people and 

gives a planned, scientifically based nature to their struggle for the victory 
of communism. In uniting in its ranks the most advanced and creative portion 
of the working class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia, the CPSU acts as 
the truly revolutionary vanguard of the entire people. 


Equally unfounded are the attempts by bourgeois ideologists to put the CPSU in 
opposition to the Soviet state or to underplay the role of the latter in the 
questions of leadership over the Armed Forces. In disseminating a false view 
about the "passivity" and "powerlessness" of the state bodies and social organ- 
izations in our nation, the same E. Pruck goes so far as to say that the new 
USSR Constitution supposedly reinforces the notion of the "identicalness of the 
state and party leadership over the armed forces in the Soviet single-party 
state."’ An analogous position is held by the professor at the National Social 
Sciences Institute of France, E. Carrere d'Ancose, asserting that according to 
the new Constitution the Soviet state "is constructed around the party." 











In actuality, our new Constitution contains a clause about the CPSU as the 
nucleus of the Soviet political system and the state and social organizations. 
But this provides no justification for setting the party in opposition to the 
state or confusing their functions. Thus, in exercising leadership over the 
Armed Forces, the CPSU in no way replaces state control of them. The most im- 
portant defense questions for us are discussed and settled by the higher state 
bodies. For example, in accord with the national Constitution, the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet establishes military ranks; it forms the USSK De- 
fense Council and approves its membership, it appoints and relieves the higher 
command of the Armed Forces; in the interests of defending the USSR it declares 
martial law in individual localities or throughout the nation, a general or 
partial mobilization; during the period between sessions of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, it declares a state of war in the event of a military attack on the 
USSR or in the event of the need to carry out international treaty obligations 
for mutual defense against aggression. In turn, the USSR Council of Ministers 
takes measures to ensure state security, it provides overall leadership over 
the organizational development of the Armed Forces, it determines the annual 
contingents of citizens to be called up for active military service. The Con- 
stitution also states that the local state bodies and administrations should 
aid in strengthening national defense capability. 


In zealously endeavoring to seek out in our Basic Law "new claims by the CPSU 
to even more absolute power," the bourgeois ideologists are in favor of limit- 
ing party influence in the Soviet Army ane urge the curtailment of political 
work in the Armed Forces which might "impede" their development. 


It is not hard to be persuaded of the evil intent of these fabrications and 
recommendations. For this, one has merely to recall those basic factors which 
determine the leading role of the party in the area of national defense and the 
growth of this role at the present stage of military-organizational develop- 


ment. 


The greater aggressiveness of imperialism and the forces militarization of the 
leading capitalist states have inci. .~sed the threat of a world nuclear missile 
war. This has obliged the CPSU to show unflagging vigilance vis-a-vis the in- 
trigues of the enemies of peace and socialism. The scientific methodology and 
enormous political experience have made it possible for the party to profoundi, 
analyze the existing military-political and strategic situation, to elaborate 

the correct views on the nature of the war which imperialism myht start and to 
combine a consistent struggle for peace with the strengthening of our nation's 


defense capability. 


At present, the link noted by V. I. Lenin between the nation's military organi- 
zation and its entire economic, political and cultural system have become even 
closer. The wagering of imperialism on the use of weapons of mass destruction 
has necessitated the early preparation of not just the army but also the en- 
tire population and the nation as a whole to repel aggression. Corres; ondingly 
the role of the party and its Central Committee has increased in elaborating 
the state's military policy, in the organizational development of the Armed 
Forces, in organizing Civil Defense and so forth. 
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Under the conditions of the present-day scientific and technical revolution, 
military-organizational development is becoming ewermore complicated and di- 
verse. The presence of modern weapons in the aggressive states requires par- 
ticular attention by the party to the technical equipping of the Army and Navy, 
constant concern for a higher level of professional skills among the military 
personnel and the introduction into the combat training practices of the sub- 
units, units and ships of those training methods which meet the requirements 


of modern warfare. 


There has been an exceptional rise in the importance of the moral-political and 
psychological training of the troops, their steadfastness, endurance and readi- 
ness to make any sacrifices for the sake of defending the socialist fatherland. 
Because of this the role of ideological and political indoctrination has risen 
as this ensures the moral superiority of the Soviet Armed Forces over the 
armies of the imperialist states. The party and its Central Committee are 
constantly concerned with improving this work in the Army and Navy. 


Finally, the growth of the leading role of the party in the military area is 
determined by the broadening and deepening of the international tasks of the 
USSR Armed Forces. They must securely defend not only the Soviet motherland, 
but along with the other allied armies guarantee the security of the entire 
socialist commonwealth. The further strengthening of the Joint Armed Forces of 
the Warsaw Pact is a matter of particular concern for the CPSU and the other 


fraternal parties. 


This is the actual reality which repudiates the fabrications of the "sovietolo- 
gists." Nor is there a grain of truth in the fabrications of the anticommu- 
nists who endeavor to depict CPSU military policy as a "intentional subordina- 
tion of the army to narrow party tasks." This is done in the aim of spreading 
the bourgeois idea that any army, including a socialist one, is supposedly a 
certain “superclass" force and an implement of control over the political re- 
lations both within the society and between states in the interests of the 
entire nation. Thus, the American miltiary writer H. Baldwin in his book "The 
Price of Strength," after asserting that "a next war, somewhere, sometime, of 
some sort is completely possible," advances the thesis of the need for an army 
as an “attribute of society" in this war. S. Lipset and H. Eccles, in discuss- 
ing the supposed political neutrality of servicemen also endeavored to show 
that the army in a capitalist society supposedly operates as an implement of 


the civilian world. 


Thus, we are concerned with attempts not only to cast doubt on the validity and 
historical determiaation of the leading role of the CPSU vis-a-vis the Armed 
Forces, but also an effort to conceal under the flag of the “neutrality” or 
apoliticalness of the army, the fact that the bourgeois governments have actu- 
ally turned their armed forces into an implement of the imperialist policy of 
aggression, the seizing of foreign lands and the enslavement and plundering of 
other peoples and into a weapon for suppressing the working masses who are 
struggling against the exploiters within their nations. 


Such fabrications are antiscientific by their very nature. Historical experi- 
ence has long since shown that there are no armed forces which stand outside of 
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politics and that an army has always had a class nature, being the weapon of 
the ruling class. From this stems also the objective causality of leadership 
over the army by the ruling class and its party. This general thesis is com- 
pletely applicable to the Armed Forces of our nation which were created and be- 
gan operating under the direct leadership of the Leninist party, the vanguard 
of the Russian proletariat which had won state power. 


In order to give their "theories" greater persuasiveness, the bourgeois ideolo- 
gists have chosen as an object of falsification one of the areas of party ac- 
tivities during the first years of the founding of the Red Army, namely the 
control over the bourgeois military specialists. 


As is known, the institution of military commissars during the period of the 
Civil War had two inherent functions. The first, but not the main one, was to 
supervise the miltiary specialists who were used by Soviet power in establish- 
ing the Red Army. The second, basic one was an organizational and indoctrina- 
tional function. The commissars by their influence helped the military special- 
ists understand the need for building a new army to defend the socialist father- 
land. They organized the Red Army, they directed party political work in it, 
they protected the troop units against penetration by spies, they were concerned 
with the needs of the Red Armymen, they developed commanders from the ranks of 
the workers and peasants and helped them master military affairs. 


The organizational-indoctrinational function, as the sole one, was inherent to 
the institution of military commissars which was introduced into the Red Army 
in 1937-1940 as well as at the outset of the Great Patriotic War. During these 
periods the institution of military commissars was of a temporary nature and 
was designed to provide effective aid to the commanders in strengthening the 
Soviet Armed Forces on the threshold of the approaching military threat by 
German Naziism as well as for mobilizing the men to defeat the enemy in the 


initial period of the war. 


The assertions by bourgeois ideologists that the introduction of the institution 
of military commissars in the Red Army in 1941-1942 supposedly showed a “polit- 
ical crisis" or "lack of confidence" in the command personnel are needed by the 
falsifiers to represent in our times the political bodies and party political 
apparatus of the Soviet Armed Forces as a means of party control over the army 
and to distort the principle of one-man leadership and its party basis. 


Contrary to historical facts and the logic of Soviet military organizational de- 
velopments, the anticommunists have endeavored to show that the CPSU has suppns- 
edly always been hostile to one-man leadership, since it feared the possibility 
of the separation and changing of the army into an independent political factor. 
For just this reason, they assert, for maintaining its influence on the army 
during the most difficult years, the CPSU employed a system of dual command. In 
tendentiously interpreting the transition to one-man leadership, E. Pruck has 
written: "Lenin's intention, after the consolidation of the domestic and 
international situation, to abolish the ‘institution of commissars,' the exist- 
ence of which was caused by the revolutionary relations of those times and also 
to turn over command authority (one-man leadership) to the troop commanders was 
defeated initially due to Stalin's mistrust and subsequently due to the unshak- 
able desire of the party leaders to keep control over all processes occurring 
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in the military area as well as over the commanders in order to prevent the 
formation of an independent political factor of power here." 


But this is malicious slander. The decision to shift to one-man command in the 
Army and Navy was taken by the RKP(p) [Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik)} 
Central Committee in July 1924. it proposed to the USSR RVS (|Revolutionary 
Military Council} to study and prepare proposals on the forms, methods and 
dates for carrying out this measure. The plenum of the USSR RVS held at the 
end of November 1924 approved practical measures to introduce one-man command 
and in March 1925 the corresponding order followed. Im converting to one-man 
command, the party was guided by Lenin's instructions that one-man command 
"best ensures the best use of human abilities and a real and not verbal verifi- 
cation of work" (PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 40, p 76). 


Also unfounded are the attempts by bourgeois ideologists to distort the essence 
of one-man command in the Soviet Armed Forces at the present stage. In declar- 
ing its formal nature, the English historian M. Macintosh, the American sociol- 
ogist W. Odum and the previously mentioned E. Pruck have asserted that in the 
Soviet Army all decisions are taken by party functionaries and it is the duty 
of the commanders to carry out these decisions. 


In actuality, the CPSU has considered and does consider one-man command as one 
of the most important principles in Soviet military organizational development. 
It has carefully indoctrinated the command personnel and has strengthened their 


authority in every possible way. 


The high effectiveness of one-man command in the Soviet Armed Forces is achiev- 
ed precisely due to the fact that the solely responsible commanders carry out 
their service duties in accord with the interests of the socialist state. The 
Soviet commanders are distinguished by their ideological maturity, their pro- 
found and thorough knowledge of military affairs and their high professional 
and moral-combat qualities. This allows them not only to skillfully lead sub- 
ordinates, but also to participate actively in their political indoctrination. 
Our one-man leadership has a firm legal basis under it and this is comprised of 
the Soviet laws, military regulations, orders and directives. At the same 

time socialist one-man command does not deny collective forms of leadership in 
certain elements of the military organism and is rationally combined with them. 
In the Soviet Armed Forces there are such bodies of collective leadership as 
the military council. They review and resolve all the major questions of troop 
life and activities and bear responsibility to the party and government for the 


state of their combat readiness. 


It is important to emphasize that one-man leadership in the USSR Armed Forces 
is based on a firm party foundation. The commander acts in strict accord with 
CPSU ideology and policy. He works in close collaboration with the political 
bodies and relies on the party organization. As was pointed out at the recent 
6th All-Army Conference of Primary Party Organization Secretaries, the member- 
ship of more than 80 percent of the party committees and bureaus in the regi- 
ments and on the first and second class ships include their commanders as 
elected members and they skillfully combine the qualities of solely-responsible 
commanders with the duties of members of elective party bodies. 








Such facts fly in the face of those bourgeois ideologists who proclaim the sup- 
posedly existing contradictions between the Soviet political and military lead- 
ership, between the commanders and political workers. There have been and are 
no such contradictions. The socialist type of socioclass relations in our 
society and army excludes any friction and conflicts between the various cate- 
gories of servicemen, including between the command and political personnel. 
The commanders and political workers are united by a unity of interests and 
goals and by a common concern for the dependable defense of the socialist 
fatherland. Together they carry out party policy and work hand in hand. 
trary to the assertions of R. Kolkowicz and other similar "experts," the 
present-day scientific and technical revolution does not distance but rather 
brings the commanders and pclitical workers closer together. It is a ques- 
tion of the constant growth of the technical and operational-tactical training 
of the political personnel of our Army and Navy and equally of the further 
ideological and political tempering of the command personnel. 


Con- 


Above, we pointed out the great attention which the CPS and the other Marxist- 
Leninist parties of the Warsaw Pact nations give to strengthening the combat 
alliance of the fraternal peoples and armies as the basic gurantor of peace 

aid security. Such a state of affairs is not in the nature of the NATO rulers 
and their ideological supporters. For this reason by fabrications about the 
"imperial interests" and “hegemonism" of the USSR, they endeavor to cause mis- 
trust for the activities of the CPSU aimed at strengthening the Warsaw Pact. 
Thus, the French international affairs writer P. Weisman in his book “The I1lu- 
sion of Detente" writes about the “perfidious plans of the USSR" and endeavers 
to "establish" a supposedly existing dependence of the Warsaw Pact nations on 


the USSR. 


But all of this is a clear fabrication. In order to realize this, one has 
merely to become acquainted with the preamble and articles of the Treaty on 
Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Aid signed by the socialist nations on 

14 May 1955 in Warsaw. The Warsaw Pact is based upon the full sovereign equal- 
ity of all its members. None of the states receives any one-sided advantages 
or preferences at the expense of another. Such an alliance completely conforms 
to the fundamental national and international interests of each of the Pact's 
member nations and ensures the defense of their sovereignty and security. 


Thus, a critical analysis of certain anti-Marxist concepts which distort the 
principle of party leadership of the armed forces shows their complete baseless- 
ness. Leadership of the Communist Party is a most important source in the might 
of the Soviet Army and Navy. The unwavering ideological conviction of the mili- 
tary personnel, their unity and solidarity with the Communist Party, the high 
political awareness of all the personnel and the support of all the people-- 
this is the force which has always provided and does provide the invincibility 
of our army, an army of friendship and fraternity of the Soviet peoples. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982. 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


COMMENTARY ON U.S. RAPID DEPLOYMENT FORCES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 82 (signed to press 
19 Oct 82) pp 83-87 


[Article by Maj V. Roshchupkin: "Staging Areas and Policemen"] 


[Text] In the postwar times, historians have gained access to the ultrasecret 
documents of the supreme military command of the overthrown Nazi Germany. Not 
without interest are some of these concerning events which happened 40 years 


ago. 


...In August 1942, the Nazi leaders, intoxicated by the approach of the Nazi 
troops to Stalingrad and the Volga, were outlining their furcher plans for mili- 
tary operations in the East: "As the next step we will strike to the south of 
the Caucasus and provide aid to the rebels in Iran and Iraq. Another strike 
will be made along the Caspian Sea to Afghanistan and India. Then the English 
will be deprived of their oil. In 2 years, we will be on the Indian frontier. 
Some 20-30 crack German divisions will be enough for this." 


In those same days, the Nazi rulers in whose feverish imagination the coming 
pictures of world domination were taking shape prophecized: "If in the future 
year we will cover the same distance we did in this one, then by the end of 
1943 we will be based in Tehran, Baghdad and along the Persian Gulf." In a 
secret document drawn up by one of the higher officials of the "Third Reich,” 
as if something preordained it was stated: "When the German troops reach 
Basra, then they will be able on the way to the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf 
to link up with the Japanese troops which have taken Singapore." 


Why was the Nazi Wehrmacht in such a rush to the Persian Gulf? The answer is 
simple: those who stood at the helm of Nazi Germany's military machine needed 
advantageous staging areas for seizing and plundering new nations and peoples; 
raw materials were needed, in the given instance oil. With good reason it is 
said that the policy of imperialism in the Near East has always smelled of oil. 
In the documents which have now become public, it was a question of specific 
plans of the German troops to seize the oilfields and various regions of Arabia 
and Iran. It is important to point out that for this purpose special units 
were to be formed, the so-called “oil brigades." By the autumn of 1942, they 
had even been dispatched to the foothills of the Caucasus. 
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But the “geopolitical” processes of the Nazi strategists were not to be real- 
ized. As the plans for a war in the East were crushed as a result of the 
heroic resistance by the Red Army, Hitler was forced to recognize that the 
Wehrmacht hordes would be able to reach the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
only across the “corpse of Russia." The collapse of the "Barbarossa Operation" 
worked out in the aim of defeating the USSR forced the Nazi clique to abandon 
the far-reaching, expansionistic, aggressive plans for the region adjacent to 
the northwest of the Indian Ocean. 


At present, 40 years later after the described events, it is worth reflecting 
what fate was being prepared by the Nazi thugs for the peoples of this region. 
The evil shadow of the Nazi swastika which hung over this region disappeared 
as a result of the victories of the Soviet Armed Forces on the decisive front 
of World War II, the Eastern Front. The Wehrmacht's “oil brigades" also at- 


tained an unglorious end.... 


Seemingly at present all of this is a matter of history. But in many lessons 
of history one can also trace the outlines of modern times. Imperialism has 
not lost its aggressive essence which resides in its very nature. All the more 
so if it is a question of strategic types of raw materials and militarily im- 
portant staging areas. At present, other, more dangerous forces are threaten- 
ing the area which German imperialism longed for. At present, another, even 
more evil shadow hangs over the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. And again the 
notcrious Nazi "oil brigades" come to mind! Even in our days the newly ap- 
peared pretenders of world domination, it would seem, have dusted off the 40- 
year-old ideas. Overseas a special troop contingent has been formed, the tasks 


of which are largely reminiscent of the mission of the Wehrmacht "oil brigades.’ 


...-On that March day of 1980, at MacDill Air Force Base near the city of Tampa, 
Florida, activities were in full swing as never before. Pentagon generals and 
highly placed officials of the American administration were present at the 
birth of their next militaristic offspring. Precisely on that day, in accord 
with the Directive No 18 of the U.S. President, at McDill, the staff was formed 
for the "Joint Operational Rapid Deployment Forces" (RDF). These were to in- 
clude 250 American servicemen frow the officer and NCO personnel. 


Thus, a start was made to realizing the evil concept of "mobile intervention- 
ist forces." This became established in the United States during the previous 
American administration. The then president J. Carter gave instructions to the 
National Security Council to analyze the military potential of the United 
States. The report prepared on the basis of this analysis showed that Washing- 
ton and its armed forces were supposedly insufficiently prepared to overcome 
"crises" in the Third World. Here, particular attention was paid to the oil- 


rich Persian Gulf area. 


Subsequent to this, there appeared the notorious Directive No 18 which envis- 
aged che establishing of a “special troop contingent for local wars in the 
Third World." In the words of the former National Security Adviser, Z. Brze- 
zinski, such forces would make it possible to undertake “rapid, effective and, 
if possible, pre-emptive measures" in those regions of the world where the 
“vitally important interestst of the United States" could be involved. Again 
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particular attention was given and is given here to Southeast Asia together 
with the Near East and the regions adjacent to the Persian Gulf. In Washing- 
ton, the theory has even been concocted of an “are of crisis” in the northern 
and western parts of the Indian Ocean. 


In carrying out all these directives and "theories," the United States has be- 
gun to rapidly increase its military presence in the region. The American rul- 
ing circles assume that this presence should play the role of a means of in- 
timidation capable of halting progressive changes in the nations of this region 
of the world which presently represents a nexus of acute struggle between the 
imperialist forces and the young independent states of Southeast Asia, the 
Indian Subcontinent and East Africa. 


Indicative is the admission by the well-known American "hawk," the retired 

Adm. E. Zumwalt. He has stated that the situation in the region will determine 
"the global equilibrium of forces over the next 10 years." The attempt to em- 
ploy weapons against Iran and the increased aid to the counterrevolutionary 
bands in Democratic Afghanistan are only a portion of the measures undertaken 
by Washington in endeavoring to fan the flames of conflicts in the region and 
to turn it into a staging area for countering the forces of progress and peace 
in the vanguard of which is the Soviet Union. 


The expansionistic plans of the overseas “hawks" are inseparably tied to the 
interests of the major American monopolies, the capital investments of which 

in the coastal countries of the Indian Ocean exceed 10 billion dollars. Some 
50 percent of the oil consumed by the Western European nations and Australia and 
90 percent of the Japanese consumption are transported over the lines of com- 
munications in the Indian Ocean. And control over this makes it possible for 
the United States to hold its allies in check. 


The main value of the region for the U.S. imperialist circles is military- 
strategic. The “bronze helmets" from the Pentagon feel that from here scores 
of nations in Europe, Asia and Africa can be kept under sights; here also it 

is possible to deploy large armed groupings, including strategic strike forces 
designed to attack the USSR and the other nations of the socialist commonwealth. 


The ensuring of the “strategic interests" of the United States as well as the 
imposition of American military-political domination throughout the region are 
to be aided by the concentration of major naval and air formations and nuclear 
weapons in the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean as well as the deployment of the 
interventionist rapid deployment forces here. 


All of this cannot help but cause valid concern among the peoples of the Indian 
Ocean nations for their security, emphasized L. I. Brezhnev in a message to the 
participants of the international conference on "The Indian Ocean--A Zone of 
Peace" held in April 1982. The message drew particular attention to the fact 
that a threat is created to the security of the USSR and the other socialist 


nations from the south. 


The aim of the dangerous game which Washington is playing with a gambler's 
zeal in the region is obvious: to provide staging areas for its police force. 
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The U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff have worked out a five-year plan for the con- 
struction and modernization of military bases in the Near East and Indian 
Ocean for use by the U.S. Rapid Deployment Forces. 


According to the Pentagon plans, here an important role has been assigned to 
Islamabad. Precisely Pakistan, as the foreign press has emphasized, has been 
chosen by the U.S. Defense Department as one of the basic staging areas for 
the RDF. Judging from certain press releases, the Pakistani President, Gen 
Zia-ul-Haq, in exchange for massed American military deliveries, has agreed to 
the use of two Pakistani ports by the American Navy and to the deployment of 
spy aircraft at the Bada-Bera base in Peshawar. The Western mass information 
media have repeatedly drawn attention to the fact that in accord with a secret 
agreement between Washington and Islamabad, the United States is building a 
naval base in Gwadar on the coast of the Arabian Sea. 


In replying to a question, the Indian Minister of External affairs P. V. 
Narasimha Rao, in July of the current year, stated in Parliament that the 
government of his nation has been informed of the U.S. intention to create 
military bases on Pakistani territory. The Indian Central News Service has 
recently announced that according to the Pakistani-American Agreement, the air- 
fields and ports of Pakistan are to be used by the U.S. RDF. These invasion 
forces, judging from the press announvements, are to be shifted into the Per- 
sian Gulf area from American military bases in the Philippines, Okinawa and 
Diego Garcia Island in the Indian Ocean. The Pentagon intends to turn Pakis- 
tani territory into one of the main areas for stockpiling military equipment 
destined for the RDF. 


Abroad information has appeared that Pakistani troops are to be used directly 
as part of the American RDF. A group of Pakistani officers is stationed at the 
U.S. military base located on Diego Garcia Island. They, as the Indian press 
has announced, are taking a special training course which includes the working 
out of Pakistani troop operations as part of the RDF. The officers of the 
Pakistani Armed Forces are being trained on the island to use modern American 
military equipment. Thus, it is a question of the ever-greater involvement of 
Islamabad in the orbit of the aggressive plans of American imperialism. 


Diego Garcia is the main base for the RDF. Since August 1980, seven special 
transports have been located there wit* spare heavy military equipment, ammuni- 
tion and food. The supplies are designed to support the combat operations of a 
Marine landing brigade consisting of 12,000 men for a month. These vessels can 
be sent to the shores of any nation where the development of events is not to 
the liking of Washington. Thus recall that American aircraft, having taken 

off from the concrete runways of Diego Garcia, can reach any of the Persian 
Gulf nations in several hours. 


The U.S. defense budget for 1982 has allocated a large amount, some 106.4 mil- 
lion dollars, for reconstructing the port and military base of Ras Banas in 
Egypt. Here they plan to build fuel dumps and other facilities for supplying 
the American naval vessels, to lengthen the landing strips and equip the terri- 
tory for the deployment of ground contingents from the RDF. 
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In the current fiscal year, significant amounts have been allocated by the 
Washington administration for modernizing the former English military base on 
Masirah Island off the coast of Oman and the Somali port of Berbera. Work has 
already started on deeping the port of Mombasa in Kenya. This will make it 
possible for American aircraft carriers and other large ships to freely enter 
it. The cost of the work has been set at 48 million dollars. In referring 

to knowledgeable sources, the AP Agency has announced that the United States 
will aiso spend 10 million dollars for the reconstruction of the Mombasa Air- 
port and 2.4 million dollars for building storage facilities at a local naval 


base. 


As we see, for carrying out its expansionistic plans, the U.S. administration 
is sparing no expense. The total expenditures for the construction and modern- 
ization for Pentagon military bases over the 5 years can be 2 billion dollars. 
In 1981, an additional 1 billion dollars was allocated directly for the RDF. 

In the current year, they will receive 4.5 billion dollars. 


"The monopolies need foreign oil, uranium and nonferrous metals and the United 
States have declared the Near East, Africa and the Indian Ocean to be a sphere 
of ‘vital interests’',” the 26th CPSU Congress pointed out. "The U.S. military 
machine is actively intervening there and intends to remain a long time. 

Diego Garcia Island in the Indian Ocean, Oman, Kenya, Somali, Egypt, what 


next?" 


The American administration is also wagering on the RDF as an instrument of its 
military-bloc policy. The journal EIGHT DAYS published in London has announced 
that the United States has undertaken constant efforts to create a new military 
bloc in the region of the Near and Middle East. According to the plans of 
Washington, its members should be Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Turkey. 
There are also plans to involve in this alliance Sudan, Somali and Oman. The 
American RDF should become the military basis of the bloc. One of the methods 
for basing them, EIGHT DAYS has pointed out, is to be on ships which should be 
stationed in the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, the eastern Mediterranean and in 


the Indian Ocean. 


What men and equipment have been allocated to the policemen of the Pentagon? 

The fighting strength of the RDF will be determined in each specific instance 
depending upon the situation and the tasks confronting them. Units of the well- 
known 82d Airborne and 10lst Air Assault Divisions comprise the basis of the 
interventionist forces, as foreign publications have stated. We might recall 
that the daredevils from these formations "gained renown" even during the 

"dirty war" which the United States fought in Vietnam. 


In addition, the RDF will include one other Pentagon assauit formation, a 
Marine expeditionary division. It can be formed on the basis of the 3d Marine 
Division stationed on Okinawa. From the ground forces, the Pentagon strate- 
gists plan to include in the RDF the 9th Marine and 24th Mechanized Divisions 
as well as units and subunits of the special “green berets" troops. 


From the Navy, there are plans to assign to the police forces one or two car- 
rier groups as well as amphibious landing equipment including more than 60 land- 
ing anc’ transport vesseis. Around three-score B-52 strategic bombers, units of 
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the tactical and military air transport commands, strategic reconnaissance air- 
craft and AWACS aircraft are to be made available by the Air Force. 


The conflict over the Falkland Islands, writes the American newspaper WALL 
STREET JOURNAL, disclosed those serious problems which the U.S. Armed Forces 
will encounter if they were to face a similar situation in the Persian Gulf. 
Many potential regions of conflicts among which the Pentagon strategists would 
put first the Persian Gulf are located far from American shores and the United 
States, the newspaper stresses, would have to ferry its forces over extended 


lines of communications. 


How do they plan to shift the interventionist armada into the areas of its pos- 
sible combat employment? First of all, with the available air force and naval 
resources. According to the estimates of foreign military specialists, the 
ferrying of one paratrooper battalion of 800 men from U.S. territory to the 
Persian Gulf region would take 2 days. The 82d Airborne Division could reach 
there in 3 weeks, and the 10lst Air Assault Division in 2 weeks after the ar- 
rival of the paratroopers. As for the 24th Mechanized Division which is equip- 
ped with heavy weapons and combat equipment, the ferrying of this formation 
would take a month, as it could be done only with the aid of sea transports. 


However, such times are clearly not to the liking of the Pentagon strategists. 
For more efficiently transporting the units of the police corps, the task has 
been set of broadening the capabilities of sea transport. Over the next few 
years, around 3 billion dollars will go to build new, large-tonnage transport 
vessels and modernize those in service, with a total of 14 ships. These are 
to be used as floating dumps for heavy military equipment and weapons for the 
interventionist forces. The carrying out of this program will start in 1983. 


Nor has aviation been overlooked. Rapid development has been started on a new 
CX heavy military transport for the RDF. Allocations totaling over 260 million 
dollars are planned for its designing and testing. As the American press has 
pointed out, at least 7 billion dollars will be spent for the production and 


purchasing of such aircraft. 


A Pentagon spokesman at a press conference informed journalists that the size 
of the RDF should be 230,000 men. Considering the units for combat, logistical 
and medical support, the total size of the KDF, according to data in the for- 
eign press, will be 600,000 men. And this represents almost 30 percent of all 
the personnel of the American armed forces. 


At present, the RDF is under the command of Maj Gen Robert Kingston, the former 
commander of the 2d Infantry Division stationed in South Korea. The Pentagon, 
judging from everything, knows well enough who to put at the head of the puni- 
tive troops. During service at Camp Casey, where the headquarters of the 2d 
Infantry Division are, this general boasted: "I am the only division commander 
who everyday sent our soldiers into the demilitarized zone...with the sole mis- 


sion of shooting at people." 


Soon after Kingston was appointed commander of the RDF, he stated in an inter- 
view: "The RDF are ready to start combat operations." In actuality, the per- 
sonnel of the police corps is training intensely for pillage under the 








conditions of Southwest Asia. Approximately 40,000 soldiers have undergone 
training in desert actions and in capturing oil fields. Exercises involving 
landings, the ferrying of combat equipment and cooperation among the various 
branches of troops were initially conducted in the California Mohave Desert 
where the landscape and climatic conditions are reminiscent of the Near Eastern 
ones. Since November 1980, the RDF maneuvers have been hele directly in the 
region, in Egypt, Oman and Somali. 


One cannot help but note that the rehearsals for intervention have a clearly 
provocative and anti-Soviet nature. This can be seen from the very fact that 
the personnel of the RDF subunits which portrays the hypothetical enemy is 

frequently clothed...in Soviet uniforms. In particular, this was the case of 
soldiers from the 24th Mechanized Division in exercises conducted in Georgia. 


...-The army testing range on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. A strong explosion rang 
out and a blinding fireball appeared above the range. Then a mushroom-shaped 
cloud rose into the sky. Hundreds of soldiers, in taking shelter close by in 
che forest, quickly began to put on gasmasks and protective gear. 


Thus, the American press has described exercises which involved subunits from 
the RDF. The commentators assume that the nature of the exercises on Cape Cod 
shows that the Pentagon has begun to actively prepare the RDF for conducting 
"tactical nuclear warfare." This, in particular, is confirmed by the newspaper 
JOURNAL OF COMMERCE AND COMMERCIAL. In referring to informed sources in the 
U.S. Defense Department, it has announced that the RDF should be equipped with 
the most modern weapons, including nuclear. 


The training of the RDF for combat operations employing nuclear weapons is 
carried out not only in the United States. American Marines from the 3d Marine 
Division stationed on Okinawa are also preparing intensely for such actions. 
Maj Gen S. Olmstedt, the commander of this formation which is part of the RDF, 
having apparently forgotten all the official Pentagon instructions on the "de- 
fensive functions" of the U.S. Armed Forces, chatted to journalists that his 
subordinates "were training intensely" for conducting combat operations under 
the conditions of the employment of nuclear weapons. Olmstedt admitted that 
the artillery howitzers in use in the division were designed to fire nuclear 
shells. He also stated that the RDF units were ready to put to use other types 
of weapons of mass destruction, including chemical and bacteriological. The 
"bronze helmets" from the Pentagon in one way or another have dropped their 
false clothing of "friends" of the Asian and African peoples and themseives 
have cisclosed their hypocritical talk. 


The clear-thinking political figures in the region's states have sharply brand- 
ed such hypocricy. "I do not like to hear these people (Americans.--V.R.) as- 
sert that they are going to defend and save our oil,” the Kuwaiti Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Sabah al Ahmad as Sabah, told journalists. And gestur- 
ing angrily at a pile of western publications on the table, he continued: 
"Protect us from whom? Who is occupying us? We have never asked to be pro- 
tected, but naval ships are cruising around us and bases are demanded from us." 


From April of the current year, under the screen of notorious "multinational 
forces," American troops have begun to occupy the approaches to the Persian 
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Gulf now on a permanent basis. Paratroopers from the mentioned 82d Airborne 
Division are part of the “multinational forces" which supposedly are to keep 
the peace in the Sinai. But precisely this formaticn, many foreign commenta- 
tors have pointed out, represents the "strike fist" of the interventionist 
forces. Consequently, the U.S. RDF even now are ready to carry out punitive 
actions in the wear East. 


The mass information media in the West have pointed out thac the forming of the 
RDF is nothing more than one of the reappearances of the American "big stick" 
policy and a manifestation of the general adventuristic, militaristic policy of 
the most aggressive imperialist circles. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, in speaking 
about the militaristic trends in U.S. policy, pointed out that recently they 
have also been reflected in tne formation of new long-term weapons programs 

and in the creation of new military bases outside the United States, including 
in the Near East and in the region of the Indian Ocean, as well as in the forma- 
tion of the so-called "Rapid Deployment Corps," a tool in the policy of mili- 
tary intervention. 


The Pentagon's police corns is a militaristic club in the hands of those who, 
under the pretext of hypocritical warnings about the "communist threat" and the 
necessity of defending U.S. “vital interests,” endeavor to impose their will 
on the nations which have set out on an independent path of development. The 
policy of putting together the RDF has been a component part in the policy of 
U.S. imperialism aimed at achieving military superiority over the USSR and the 
world of socialism and at suppressing the national liberation movement of 
peoples. This conclusion was reaffirmed during the recent official friendly 
visit of the Indian Prime Minister I. Gandhi to the USSR. The joint Soviet- 
Indian Declaration signed by L. I. Brezhnev and I. Gandhi contains an appeal 
to eliminate all foreign military and naval bases existing in this region and 
to prevent the creation of new bases. It decisively condemns the attempts to 
increase the foreign military presence in the Indian Ocean. 


The evil preparations cf the U.S. militaristic circles are a serious threat to 
the peoples inhabiting the shores of the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf and are 
a threat to peace in the world as a whole. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil”, 1982, 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIFWS, COMMENTS 


ARTICLE BY SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER PUBLISHED IN VPA oCURNAL 


= 
eS ots ba - wise Sesto 


danoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese Nov 32, pp 4-22 


,Articie by Marsnal of the Soviet Union D.F. Ustinov, a member of the 
buro of the Centrai Committee of the CPSU and Minister of Defense of tne 
Soviet Union, written for TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN on the ccecasion of the 
65th anniversary of the Russian October Revolution am the 60+h anniverser;y 
of tne founding of the USSR: "Strengthening the National Defense Canability_ 


of the Soviet Union: An Undertaking of tne Party and the Entire Fopulation”. 


. Text! The people of the Soviet Union,tle people of the fraternal socialist 
countries, and all of progressive mankind, are preparing solemn ceremonies 


=o commemorate <he 55th anniversary of the great Russian October Revolution 


~~ 


and the 60th anniversary of the founding of the USSR. 


The people of the Soviet Union are awaiting that solemn noliday in tne frame- 
work of making maximum efforts with regard ta politics and labor. The work- 
ing people in the cities and villages and the members of tne Soviet Army and 
Navy, immersed in a nigh tide of patriotism, are victoriously inplenenting 
the ° nistoric resolutions of the 26th Congress of the CPSU and the plans of 
“he 1ith Five-year Plan and are achieving many accomplishments in tne enter- 
prise of building communism and in strengthening the economic and national 
defense power, as well as the international position, of tne socialist nome- 


land. 


Under the leadership of tne glorious Communist Party our country is over- 
flowing with confidence that it can advance to communism along the patn of 
Lenin. The accomplishments of a worldwide historical significance which the 
homeland of the great October Revolution has accomplished -- including its 
principal accomplishment of, for the first time in the nistory of mankind, 
duilding in the Soviet Jnion a developed socialist society -- have been 
brilliant proof of the wisdom, clear-sightedness, and organizational genius 


of the CPSU. 


If today the Soviet Union occupies advanced positions in the world with re- 
gard to social progress, that has only been possible because the CPSU, which 
follows the immortal theory of Marxism-Leninism, is based on the laws of 
sociai development, is always concerned with the economic strength of the 
mation and the great undertaking of stoutiy defending the revolutionary 
accomplishments of the Soviet people and is resolutely and continually ieading 
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tnat important, vital undertaking. That concern has ceen manifested ver; 
ania in the famous words of ory L.i. Brezhnev, Generali Secretary oF tne 
sosU Central Committee, Chairman of the Presidium of «he USSR Supreme Soviet, 
ang an outStarnding activist of our party and states “There are <wo things that 
nave always been closest to my heart and are now the main objects of ny corn- 
cern: oread for tne people and security for the nation."* 
The Party's national defense measures, which are unanimously supported ty <ne 
people of the Soviet Union, are based on their limitiess initiative and crea- 
ti-vtcy. with regard to all Soviet people, there is nothing more precious “han 
tn_ rreedom and well-being of their beloved country. They regarc the defense 
of tne nation and increasing its national defense strength as their vita. un- 
sermvadcing. 
The matter of defending th revolutiorary accomplishments of the working 
people was posed aiuring the first days of the existence of the Sov" se* state. 
The exploiting Ciasses overthrown by the October Revolution, witn the supror* 
of foreign countries, started a civil war in our country. 
Under such conditions V.I. Lenin, the great leader of the proletarian class 
and tne founder of the Soviet Communist Party and state, said that "Without 
“#" There- 


arms with which to defend the Socialist Republic we could not aneet. 
fore, an extremely complicated and important mission was posed for the fFarty: 
organizing and carrying out the defense of the Socialist Republic. 


V.I. Lenin confirmed that victory in defending the revolutionary ; accomplisn- 
ments of the working class depends directly on the building of 3 powerfvi amy. 
ne wrote, "With a strong Red Army, we are certain to win victory."*** Such an 
army was founded. It was a new-style, sccialist army, a true people's army of 


the workers and peasants. 


* first, our army did not nave trained command cadres, had little combat ex- 
erience, and was always short of weapons, ammunition, food, and clothirg. 
Nevertheless, it was victorious. 


we were victorious because we relied on the selfless support of millions of 
working people in our country and our class brotners abroad. Our soidiers were 
inepared by the ideals of the October Revolution. That army also had the 


anette 


i2zadersnip of a very experienced revolutionary leader: the Communist Farty 


a = 


12i by the great Lenin. 





* L,I. Brezgnnev, "Follow Lenin's Path," Vol. 7, p 565 (Russian language 
version). 

** lenin, "Collected Works,” Vol. 28, p 138 (Russian language version). 

alialiad Op. cit. ’ Pp 153. 
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anile weaker than tne imperialists militarily, tne Soviet Republic was far 
superior to the enemy politically and with regard to mora.e and thought. The 
experiences of the civil war and the bankruptcy of the war of intervention dy 
Toreign countries demonstrated clearly that an attack on a socialist state is 
full of real danger not only for the aggressor army but aiso for *ne social 
Soundation of capitalism in general and the political ruie of tne ruiing 
vourgeoisie. 

anen 2valuating the factors of our victory during those far-away years, V.i. 
Lenin wrote, “The miracle was that our devastated country was abie to endure 
that war. That miracie did not descend from heaven but resuitedc from tne 
economic interests of the working class and peasants, tne people wnc created 
“nat mizacle by their simultaneous uprising. It was that miracie “hat created 
the retaliation against the landlords and «=ne bourgeoisie."* 


an the struggle against the counterrevolutionaries, the people of o 

were united or. the basis of complete voluntariness and class solidarity. That 
solidarity was created by democratic means. V.I. Lenin regarded that asa 
priucipal condition for winning victory in the war against the exploiters. He 
emphasized tnat che liquidation of the opposition of the bourgeois ciass and 
its war apparatus could not be brought about without broad revolutionary 
Changes, without the use of all democratic organs, and without the desire of 
tne worxzing people to escape from the rulinz yoke of the bourgeoisie and the 


b 
B; 
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ras. 


In addition to leading the war activities, tne Communist Party carried out 
extremely great educational tasks in all spheres of iite and social activity. 
Wnen carrying out those tasks, the Party based itself on Lenin's instruction 
that the revolutionary determination and spirit of naving resoive and never 


retreading on the part of the preletarian class, and its consciousness, disci- 
Th 4h 


pline, and readiness to sacrifice, were guarantees of victory. In tne do-or- 
die test of strength with the enemies of the young Socialist Republic our work- 
ing class proved that "We would rather sacrifice everything, down to the iast 


atnrtrive 


person, than to lose our territory or to abandon our principle oz discipline 
or our policy of resoluteness. For that reason, we must sacrirfice....The de- 
entine 


terminaticn of tne working class and tneir resolution in implementing the sio- 


~ 


gan ‘We would rather sacrifice everything than surrender’ are not oniy histori- 
cal factors but are decisive factors, tne factors of victory."** 


nm tne dasis of the revolutionary consciousness and tne limitless support of 


° 

the working class, the Party knew how to win over the broad popular masses in 
our country and to win victory. The ability of the Communist Party transform- 
ea the ideals of tne revolutionary working class into the property of the broad 


working masses, united them around the Party, and persuaded tnem to foiiow th 
Party in the liberation war. That was the source of the historical invincibie- 


wee 


ness of the socialist state. 











After the end of the civil war our Party, armed by the immortal Leninist prin- 
ciples i garding military development, came forth with comprenensive viewpoints 
regarmiing tne consolidation of the nomeland's national defense carabdilities 
and increasing its military strength. 
tne Party realized that the Soviet Union's path for increasing its economic 
amd national defense strength would be to industrialize the country and col- 
iectivize agriculture in order to transform at the roots the spritual life of 
society and vast toriousiy resolve tne nationalities problem. The concentration 
of tne pepo Ss eiforts in that direction allowed us to, within the shortest 
nistorical tod, transform our homeland into a powerful socialist country, 
th in Sing 


ensured that ti problen of resolving at the root the probiem cof increa 


tne state's econcomic-military potential, and created conditions for reecuip- 
ping ur army and navy technically, in order to teach communism <o all Soviet 
citizens and members of the armed forces. : 


The entire glorious history of our state nas amply demonstrated the correct- 
ness of the Party's military policy amd of its principles regarding the de- 
velopment of the army. That was clearly manifested in the Great Fatriotic 
War. 


The economic, politicai-morale, and especially military, capadilities created 
in our country in accordance with the doctrines of Lenin and — er the leader- 
snip of the Communist frarty, were multiplied by the neroism of the Soviet 


people and became the most decisive factors in ensuring the victory of a world- 
wide nistoricai siznificance over the assault force of world town riod the 


3emman fascis ts. 


The path leading to that victory was not easy and rapid. During the initial 
pnase of the war we had to endure the bitterness of retreat. But all Soviet 
peopie, and the members of our army and navy, did not for a minute lose con 

fidence in their just cause or in victory. In the resolute defensive dattles 
tne Soviet armed forces inflicted heavy losses on tne enemy and stopped the 

attacks of the German fascist troops, after which we changed over to a fierce 
offensive, inflicted aecisive defeats on the enemy, swept the fascist animais 


natn 


from our territory and that of many other European cmuahates, and ended their 


~- ae 


iife in the final lair. Fascist Germany ms +0 surren der. Oniy a few months 


422€@ 2F) 
later our armed forces, loyal to their obdli ions to tneir ailies, attacxed 
the Japanese militarists and annihilated their principal assauit force, the 
Kuantung Army, within a period of half a month. 
The gior ious Communist Party organized and inspired the struggle of the Sovie~ 
people in the Great Patriotic War. It transformed ali of our immense countr; 
a ge combat front and led the Soviet people to achieving explcits 
ina bl ody, a rage ateuggee. The Party Somny - ided the activities of 

ra wate the efforts or the 


tae az 
Front with those of the rear area, organize a vast guerr iila movement, and 
i2zad «ne patriotic Soviet people in enemy's rear area. History had never 


+h 


seer a war in which the interests of the people, the state, and the leading 
parzy were merged into one and were combined closely into an organic system 
n the Great Patriotic War. 
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In the Great Patriotic War against the German fascists and Japanese miiitarisis, 


the Soviet peopie not only defended their socialist accompiisnments but were 
loyal <o their international obligations and contributed decisiveiy te the sai- 


vation of Suropean anc world civilization from barbarous annihilation by the 
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Tne victory annihilated the bloc of reactionary fascist nations and created 

conditions favorable for the victory of the socialist revolution in many Zuro- 

pean and Asian countries and led to the formation of a world sociaiist system 
nd created conditions favorable for the national liberation struggle move- 


oo ~-_~ 


ments in many countries and the further growth of the communists’ and workers’ 


++ 


Comrade L.I. Brezhnev called the victory of the Soviet Union over tne German 
fascists in the Great Patriotic War a peak in the history of mankind. That 
victory pointed out the greatness of our socialist homeland, tne peerless 
Strength of the communist ideal, and its glorious victory over the mankind- 
f imperialism. That victory was a victory for a cetter future, 
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r peace, and for social progress. 


Oo 


e incomparable feats in combat and labor of the Soviet peopie and armed 
orces members once again demonstrated to the world that no force on tnis 

lane~ can defeat a people who have been liberated from the fuling yoke of 
talism, and no force can annihilate the social system -- a socialist social 


Pp 
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system -- set up by those people. At the same time, our victory became 2 
frightful obstacie for tne aggressors and for everyone who likes military ad- 
venture. 


It 


soon be the 40th year in which the Soviet people have been abie to 

peace. That nas been possible because of the fundamental change in 

tne balance of forces on the international scene in favor of socialism, thanks 
tation of the Leninist foreign policy of the CrSU and to “ne 
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to tne implemen 
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socialism has affected world development principally by means of its eccor- 
pliisnhments in the economic sphere. The economic spnere is the front whicn 
determines the competetion between socialism and capitalism. it is in that 
spnere that there wiil be created the premises for bringing abdcout <ne victory 
of Soviet. society on the path of advance to communisn. 
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ne Soviet economy nas attained many new accompiisnments in i 
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production forces of society been as strong as they are today. 


c = as 
technology nave developed effectively and at a nigh rate. 


vi os 


The foliowing will allow us to see clearly wnat levei Soviet industry nas at- 
tained today. Ona per capita basis our industry's output is three tines 
higher than the average world level. The total industriai output of <ne 
Soviet Union is equal to one-fifth of the world output. That output is equal 
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tion three times greater than that of tne Soviet Union. Our countr; mi 
a leading position in the world with regard to the production of oil, iro 
and steel, cement, chemical fertilizer, fuel pipe es, electric-powered 
locomotives, and many other principal industrial p 


u S 
to the total output of the Western European countries, whicn have a popula- 


Today, by means of the Farty'’s plans we have achieved things that i0 or 20 


ns of 
years ago we could only see in our dreams. Occupying a special role in those 
accomplisnments has been tne Soviet Union's grain program, which is 

o ensure that all sectors are developed in a dalanced manner and are ciosei} 
combined with one another, and form a complete industrial-agricultural stru 


ture The implementation of that program will ensure more comprenensiv 
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development and greater dynamism, increase the efficiency of agricultural 
production, and more fully satisfy the people's need for high-quality feed anc 
ensure raw materials for industry. The resolutions of the 25th Party Congress 
and the May 1962 plenary meeting of the CPSU Central Committee provided suid- 
ance toward those objectives. 


Because they attained good results in fulfilling the five-year pians of the 


th 

mational economy, the material and culturai iiving standards of the Soviet 

people have been continually improved. Political-morale unity, the ailiance 
of workers, peasants, and intellectuals, and the friendship of the etnnic 

sToups in the Soviet Union nave been strengtnened. The leadersnip and guic- 
FSU in Soviet society has been continually strengthened. 
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ance role of the C 


The victorious fulfillment of our development missions has deen closely ze- 

lated to all aspects cf the international situaticn. The Soviet Union is 2 

peace-loving state. In omer to build socialism we need peace. Thus the obd- 

fectives of the foreizn policy of the Soviet Union are to, along with tne 

Sraternal socialist countries, ensure international conditions favorabie for 
mens @ 
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decisively azainst ail saboteurs of peace. 
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One os the most outstanding manifestations of the intensifi 
ssive stepping up of 


zressive nature of imperialism, as manifested in tne exce 


war peepee sens, especiaily by the U.S., which are aimed against <ne Soviet 
Union ang the countries of the socialist community. 
ne principal focus of their political pian is on shattering the mn ty or the 


4S ~ 
soci 228% countries, uniting the efforts of the NATO bloc in opposing the 
Soviet Union and surrounding the Soviet Union by means of a ring of hostiie 
states, consolidating tne exists ing aggressor bloc, and fea ng new aggressor 


the sphere cf material preparations, the basic efforts of the U.S. and the 

other c untries in the NATO bloc are intended to attain military superiority 

Strong scientific and production bases in omier to research 
ée t types of weapons. The industrial-war carteis are 

up their efforts to militarize tne economy and science of the capi- 
on + 


orce them to serve the war. 


f 


Their military preparations are aimed primarily toward 
ast wy 


cuaiity of their armies, reorganizing the armies, and “ provids 
most modern tecnnical means and weapons. The U.S. is especiaily stressing e 
the urgent pertection of strategic nuclear oe in order te do so, tne 
J.S. Mas set aside a large part of its military budget to prepare for war in 
space. The development oF strategic weapons is accompanied Dy war doctrines 
wnicn threaten peace, such as the doctrine of a "limited" nuciear war or 
- 
t 


oh 


"proionged” nuclear war. They are still under the iliusion ti 
ist world could win victory ina nuclear exchange. 
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Zspecially dangerous for the cause of peace is the plan to provide nuclear 
missiles for NATC, including the Soploywent of about 690 intermedia<ze-range 
U.S. missiles in Western Europe. By that means tne U.S. rulers hope to upset 
she existing balance in Europe and change the balance of strategic forces bse- 
sween the Soviet Union and tne U.S. The Soviet Union cannot permit a change 
in the existing balance of forces in favor of the U.S. and NATO. The stand 
of the Soviet Union in that regard is very clear and cannot be understood in 
“wo ways. That stand is based on adsoluce adnerence to the principle of 

] i re ity of the two sides. 
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valance and similar se 
In addition to increasing their strategic facilities, most of the countries 
in the NATO bloc are increasing their ordinary equipment and weapons, improv- 
img their ground, air, and naval forces, and increasing the combat strength of 


all 
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these armed forces branches. 


Along with strengthening the combat capabilities of the armed forces of 
NATO bloc and perfecting their strategic deployment system, year in and 


ut they are increasing the intensity of their campaign and combat treining. 


Cu 


year 


tro 


Union and the socialist system to convince people of the 
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An dition to its war preparations, imperialism is giving rise to campaizns 


“war threat” posed by the Soviet Union. According to their calculations, dy 

means of such dirty campaigns wey will be abdle to deceive internationai opi 
the vigilance of the world's people, and extinguish the fiery 

of war and tne military plans of the U.S. and NATO. 


- 


our people's standard of living will deciine. 


A direct manifestation of the aggressive nature of imperiaiism, especiaiiy tne 

J.S., is its plot to, by means of an unlimited arms race, sabotage the econo- 

mies of the socialist countries and retard our economic development. They are 

exercising direct economic punishment of the Soviet Union and the other 

sociaiist countries. ome people in Washington calculate that tne more bdank- 

rupt the economic speamnae or the Soviet Union and its friends become tne more 
; 


ere as well as in the economic sphere. 


eed = 9 -~ >i ~ | e . 2 , * ? —: g = 3 + a 1 
3ut all of those calculations have been bankrupted. The socialist countries 
Poe 7 e > 7 4 _ ~ =, 2 = 75 s 5 - +, tm 2 13 mae = 
are fully capable of smashing all reactionary plans of the inpert lists +o 
-o2 - = Aw > +, ry, ~ vi = Til. ~ np alises a os 7 3 ep ~~ _--— -— 
mae nmiiz T4024 ie -—s+e ~ ~ we ee ae . ae —+. — - ae ~ ~——~— 
A one =u . e anc itS 4 =? = 
: - . ~ ‘ * ~ . ° * ® » : - 
ec feating ali adventures of th UeSe. TULEPS 2n The poslrv.ca 


nave been especially insane in the spnere of ideological 


The enemies of peace 
Struggle. To attain the above-mentioned objectives, the dou neers propaganda 
apparatus is plotting to weaxen the attraction of the revolutionary ideology 
anc present to the laboring masses a distorted picture cf sesietien today and 
its accomplishments, smear our peace-loving policy when we are forced to “axe 
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y pushing mankind. 
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mations, for the sake of social progress and in order to decrease tension. 
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That policy encompasses the concept that in the nuclear age “ne only intelii- 


gent path is that of peaceful coexistence among nations with a: 
systems. It is the path of resolving disputes at tne conference <able. “hat 


wee 


pata is objectively in the interest of the Soviet people, the people cf the 
otner socialist countries, and all of mankind. Playing an important role in 
that regard have been the effective negotiations between tne Soviet Union and 


the U.S. in the spneres of intermediate nuclear weapons, the signing of agre- 
2ments regarding the mutual reduction of armed forces and weapons in Zurope, 
and the carrying out of other negotiations intended to eliminate the perii of 
nuciear war, and the arms race, and further the process of reducing interna- 
tionai tension. Regrettably, because of the attitude of the U.S. those 

negotiations are making no progress, mainly because the U.S. government does 


not want to respond to the constructive proposais of tne Soviet Union. 


Our desire is to resolve disputes at tne negotiating table, not on i 
of tattle. That is a true desire and not false love of peace. it certain 
Ss not a sign of weakness. As we have many times declared very clearly, tne 


i 

Soviet Union has powerful means with which to defend its right to iive and 

the rights of its friends and aliies from any transgression dy *ne aggressors. 
But peace based on mutual annihilation cannot attract us. Comrade L.I. Srezn- 
nev declared on the podium of the 26th Congress of the CPSU that "Not engaging 
in war preparations and forcing nations to waste their material and spirituai 
wealtn, but strengthening peace, is the path of the future."* 

The peace program for the 1980's approved at the 26th Party Congress pointed 
out the way to escape from the rut in which many serious international probd- 
1ems are sinking more and more deeply. The above-mentioned constuctive pro- 
posais of the Soviet Union, expressed by comrade L.i. Breznnev in a number of 
nis speeches and in tne appeal of the Supreme Soviet "To the national assen- 
clies and people of «he world” were creative developments of tnat progran. 





*L.I. Brezhnev, "Follow Lenin's Path", Vol. 8, p 667 (Russian language version). 


127 








The letter — comrade 4.1. Brezhnev to the Second Special Session of the U.N. 
seneral Assembly on disarman lent had a major impact around <ne worid. in that 
nistoric document the Soviet Union pledged not to de the first to use nuciear 
weapons. That was an especially important step forward and mankind can Justifi 
aoly expect responses from the other nuclear powers, og the U.S. An 
explicit and clear-cut pledge on their part, as we nave done, would nave a real 
Significance with regard to the complete pronibition of the use of nuclear 
weapons. 

In making that proposal we are under no illusions and do not think that we will 
win the suppo ort and ain 6 of the powers a. away. We based our acti§n on 
anowledge that the social strata would support and sympathize — our decision 
mot to be the first to use nuclear weapons, <hus forcing ali nuclear powers to 
follow the example of the Soviet state. But at any rate those who would launch 
a preemptive nuclear strike or attain military superiority will nave no grouns 


= 
On whicn to stand. Not strength but reason, and not a show of military force 
e ferocity of militarism, but an equai and constructive dialogue, is the 
only way to successfully resolve international problems. 


We are very much aware that the struggle to reduce tension and improve <ne 
world political atmospnere is extremely complicated and difficult and requires 
patience, determination, and clear goals. V.I. Lenin pointed out that “Anyone 
who thinks that bringing about peace is not difficult, tnat it is ony neces- 
sary to be only superficially concerned with peace, or that tne Ddourgeois class 
will present us with peace, is extremely naive.”"* By means of their friendsnip 
and solidarity «ne socialist countries will do all they can to lesson tension 
and improve the present situation. Our nerves are very steady, our courage 
will never be shaken, and we have sufficiently strong forces to stand firm for 
tne cause of the peace and security of nations. 

Of course, the Soviet Union, like ail other fraternal socialist countries, wiil 
always base its policies on an examination of the actual situation of the cu 
rent international scene. We cannot but take into consideration tne tnreat 
posed by the imperialists and their lackeys to socialism and to peace in gene- 
ral, and we cannot carry out unilateral disarmament and weaken our self-defens 
capabilities, something the imperialists desire. While doing everything we can 
do to ensure international peace and security, we will always maintain tne 
necessary level of national eoreane capability and maintain and strengthen the 
national defense potential of the Warsaw Pact and the militant solidarity of 
the socizslist countries. 


lil 


Lh. = " 7: z = - a ~~" 248 _ af . 
Anen carrying out the consolidation of the national defense capadisities oF the 
fanc 


Soviet state, the CPSU always observes Lenin's doctrine regarding tne defens 
sociaiis® 5 iomeland. The basic thoughts of that doctrine nave been pro 
ected and creatively developed in tne Program of the CrSU, in the 
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* ¥.I. Lenin, “Collected Works,” Vol. 35, p 116 (Russian language version). 
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erves, a larger manpower pool, and a stronger sense of 


ery, larger food res 
responsibility toward the broad masses. 
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or. the basis of the doctrine cf V.1. Lenin, our Party has always tcelieved «nat 
tne social system and state of a country form the poiitical-socia: basis of 
military Gevelopment. The nature and functions of the armed forces, the sys- 
<2m of manpower supplementation, training, and education of «nese forces, eve 
everyone's fighting will, and *ne over-all social nature cf “ne military or- 
rarizazion of a state depend above all on that social systen. 


In the capitaiist countries tne armed forces are among the princizal toois 
usec cy the imperialist capitalists to maintain their ruling yoxe and suppress 


ween bee e 


tne people in their contries so that they can take territory bel 
les 
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cuner countries, take over angness, & and expioit otner peoples san 
time, tney use tne army to defend their eee ea Th 208 tical syst m when at- 
tacked by stronger capitalist countries. The imperialist capitalists, con- 
rolling «ne state regime and using different forms as weil as metnods for 
affecting the consciousness of their soldiers, have transformed their armed 
Torces into tools for defending class and national oppression and for serving 
militarism and reactionaryism, so they have become major tnreats to wne peace 
and security of mations. In contrast to the armed forces of the capitasist 
countries, the socialist military organizations snare the mature of the new 
n ive 


Sy 
; n, the socilist system. Using wars of aggression as a means to reso 
nternational disputes are foreign to tnen. 
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The developed socialism +hat has been created in the Soviet Unicon is a scociet; 
mature Soctalist social relationships, in which the convergence of al. so- 
tai classes and strata and the de Jure and de facto equality of alli etnnic 

seats and class, and their fraternal cooperation, has created a new his- 
torical community of mankind: the Soviet people. Our society nas reacne 
nigh seved of organization and enlightenment of workers -- patriots an 
ternationalists -- a true democracy that ensures the posi*ive saptiekan tian of 
ail the people in the activities of the state. The leadership and —_ dance 
ateong tn of Soviet society, and the nucleus of its political system and its 
te and social organizations lies in the leeneahon Farty, a name wnicn 
exists for tne people and is loyal to tne people. 
tures of a developed socialist society -- its revolutionary 
ture -- like the reflection ina aiseer 6 are reflected in 

f the Soviet state and in the nature, cbligations, 
ts armed forces. The Constitution of the Soviet Union states 


learly that the iefense of the socialist homeland is the most important func- 
tion of the state and an undertaking of ali the people, that tne Soviet armec 


Forces were formed to defend the accomplishments of socialism, tne peaceful 


aador of the Soviet people, and tne sovereignty and territo 


~— « 


129 











ne Soviet Union. The obligations of tne armed forces comee tne peopie are 
stoutly defend tne socialist state and always be prepared +o fight 
iately retaliate against all enemies. 
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Tne social nature and functions of the Soviet armed forces have determir 
system of Duilding forces and training ard educating troops. 5S 
— forces is a glorious mission, and defense of the socialist homeland a 
red obligation, of all Soviet citizens. The task of training and troops is 
intended to train people who know how to effectively and consciously defend 
tneir nomeland, and developing in them a strong fighting will, is a character- 
ristic of each progressive social component and raises the tne communist mores 
Standamis which are representative of the most humanistic morality in nistory. 


am wee 


The economic base of military development is the national production mode, i.e. 
tne developmental level of the productive forces and the nature of the produc- 
tion relations. The nigher tne level of development of the productive force 
and scientific-tecnhnical progress, the greater are the capabilities of th 

State to equip the army with modern weapons. By means of weapons and technica. 


combat facilities the economy will affect tne war-waging mode and tactics, 
Campaign art, and strategy, and strategy, and by that means affect tne organi- 
ional structure of the armed forces. In brief, tne economy is the basis of 
military strength of a nation, the foundation of ~eage-g A deveiopment, and 
foremost factor determining the quantity and quality of the armed forces. 
ut that is not all there is to it. The economic foundation of a society 
ietermines the production relations and the infrastructure, i.e. the policies 
and ideology, which have a decisive effect on the quality of man and man; 
other aspects of military development, and are also dependent on tne produc- 


tion relations. 


. 
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The military development of the Soviet Union has been based on an economic sys- 
the foundation of which,as stated by the Constitution of tne Soviet Union, 

is the system of the socialist ownership of the means of production in the 

form of state (social) ownership. 


The economy of a developed socialist society is a unified national econcny 
which encompasses all aspects of social an opr including distribution and 
circulation, throuzshout the Soviet Union. The planned nature of the socialist 
economic system and its rich economic potential allow the victorious fulfill- 
ment, on a broad scale, of the missions of increasing tne ration's national 

efense capabilities and providing everything needed by tne army. The accon- 
plishments of Soviet scientists in the spneres of physics, electronics, cnemi- 
Cals, and the otner scientific fields, and tne large-scale training of skilled 
young scientific cadres and specialists, have been directly reflected in the 
consolidation of the economic potential of tne Scviet state and in the conti- 
nual improvement of the armed forces. 


13 ws 


The elimination of conflicting contradiction, along with tne socialist owner- 
ip of the means of production,have allowed the state to mobilize its econo- 
¢ resources and reserve for national defense tne means necessary *o ensure 
tional defense and joint action with the fraternal socialist to defend so- 
Cialism and prevent the aggressors, no matter what their potential, from being 
adle to carry out tneir intention of resolving the hr storical conflict between 


tne two opposing systems by strength. 
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preserve peace and justice. 


ne theoreticai-ideological basis of the Soviet Union's rational defense is 

tne ideology of Marxism-Leninism, the Marxist-Leninist doctrine regarding wer 
and tne army, and the Communist Party’s thought on the defense of the socialist 
noméland. The Marxist-Leninist ideology is a great source of inspiration. 

it inspires the Soviet people to devote themselves selflessly in labor and con- 
tat. wenin taugnt that “Ina war, ultimately depends on the s<ate of morale 

of <ne "asses who are snedding blood on the vattlefield. Confidence in th 

just cause of the war and consciousness of the necessity of sacrificing tneir 
lives for tre sake of their brothers are the factors which celster the morai? 
of the troops and enables them to endure the greatest difficuities ever."* 


ne great motive force of the Soviet social system and state, and the soli 
ic-social and political-morale founda*ions o the Soviet state ensur 
t the Soviet Union has a strong national defense capability and e 
reliability of tne continual development of the combat strength and combat 
din 


readiness of the Soviet armed forces. 


< 


In order .o fulfill tne requirements of the eo of the CrsU, the Constitu- 
tion of tre Seviet Jnion, and tne resolutions of the congresses and plenums 
of the CFoU, and on the basis of the acoonplishaente of the rational economy, 


“+e 
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cience and te nno logy. and culture during recent years, the Party has applie 
es to further strengtnen tne nation's defense and in- 


5 

rease the fighting strength of the Army and Navy. In his report to tne 26% 

Congress of tne CFSU comrade L. I. Brezhnev stressed that “During the recent 

period *nere has not been a day during which the Party nas not been concerned 
With strengthening tne nation's defense and its armed forces.”* 


its policy on the fact that the socialist system mus*% cope with 
ng delliizgerence of imperialism by means of its unparalieled xiii- 

natn. The true nature of our military policy is that thin 

effective defense, and that nothing could have a higher pri- 


"A 
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ority. The Soviet Union will never participate in the arms race. ivery*tning 
tnat the Party and state are doing in the military spnere is intended <o 





* L.I. Brezhnev, “Follow Lenin's Path,” Vol. 8, p 710 (Russian language 
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defend our country, and its friends and allies, mcrae attacxs by tne reactionary 
imperialist forces and ail aggression, no matter wnat its origin. 

The just goals of the peace-loving foreign policy and military policy of the 
cPSU are reflected in the military doctrine of the Soviet state. That doctrine 
is a complete system of scienticically based principles and viewpoints regari- 


ing tne nature of modern war, the war-waging modes, and the preparation of the 
tion and the armed forces to retaliate against the aggressors. The contents 


= +-sS 


of Soviet military theory include all missions regarding the protection of the 
peaceful labor of Soviet citizens, and the protection of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the Soviet Union and the security of the nations of 


— —— se 


tne socialist conmmunit; Witn extremely clear viewpoints regarding that 7atter, 
in an interview in the magazine DER SPIGEL comrade L.I. Brezhnev empnasized 
that <ne Soviet Union “never threatens anyone and maves intends to attack any- 
one. Our military doctrine is defensive in nature. t does not include pre- 
emptive wars or the “first strike" concept. Soviet military Goctrine couid not 
be ctherwise. I+ is based on the socialist nature of the socialist system in 


our country."* 


All of the defensive measures of the Soviet Union are merely actions in res- 
ponse to the war threat posed by the imperialist countries and measures to pro- 
tect ourselves if we are attacked. Our state expends for defense the necessary 


amount to ensure the defense of socialism, no more and no less. 


The plots to distort the defensive goals of Soviet military doctrine of the 
leaders of the NATO bloc and the otner reactionary groups are intended t 
2-tack the high jezree of combat readiness of the armed forces of the Soviet 


wee 


~rion and the positive, resolute nature of the measures and actions we are now 


The Soviet Union has never denied that it has powerful armed forces which are 
always in a state of readiness to fight to defend their country. The poiitical 
report of the 26th Congress of the CPSU stressed that "The flexible combination 


of modern technical equipment with skilful war art and an unshakable fighting 
will is the military potential of the Soviet armed forces."** 


e strictly honoring all international commitments, the Farty and state of 

2 Soviet Union always maintain the necessary level of combat readiness on the 
part of the army and navy. The Soviet armed forces of today possess the most 
te 


rridle weapons and technical equipment. 


Along with perfecting their modern technical equipment, the agen sore 
continually raising their political-morale level and imposing their fiz 
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adility and its organization and discipline. The members of tne , Sovier arn 


and navy are people who are well-tempered ideologically, are absolutely Loyal 
to the nomeland and the people, and are ean pepe They nave compere? ly 


whe 


mastered their mcederm weapons, are devoted to their work, and are ready < 


-— - 


chieve exploits. 





* PPAVDA (Soviet Union), 3 November 1981. 
** Documents of <he 25th Congress of tne CPSU, p 66. 
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athners and grandfathers. But they are very loyal to the nercic tra 
ie. When so required by tne nation’s security situation 
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And it is certain that the Soviet armed forces wiil always maintain that active 
character. 


Clearly realizing «tne ugly nature of the imperiaii 
forces are positive, persistent, and steadfast in 

of socialism, and never hesitate to use ail econom 
strengths to retaliate as resolutely as possible agai 


t aggressor Torces, Our armed 
e %! iishments 
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As stated above, the self-defense nature of our military doctrine is re 
most clearly in the Soviet Union's unilateral pledge not to be tne firs 
e nuclear weapons. We do not have, and will never have, the intention of 
winning nuclear superiority, but are always prepared to iimit nuclear arms and 
eventually completely prohibit them. Only when imperiled, es pecially when there 
irect nuclear aggression against the Soviet state or its allies, wiii we 


~—e w 


Pre wens +o carry out nuclear retaliation, which is only a last resort for 

lf-defense. 

However, aggressors must Know that they cannot win victory by launcning a 

nuclear surprise attack. it is necessary to remind those who approve of 

lear war of a severe warning: "Anyone who wants to start a nuciear war witn 
Winning vitory will only commit suicide. No matter now strong an 

» amd no matter wnat means it uses to waze a nuclear war, it cannot 

S goai. Immediate punishment cannot be avoided.”** 


muc 


z i not to be the first to use nuclear weapons poses for us 
Je uirement of continually improving he —— xce and combat 
readiness of the Soviet armed forces, systems for cetecting nuclear weapons, 





* Documents of the 26th Congress of the CPSU, p 456. 
** PRAVDA ‘Soviet Union), 2 October 1981. 
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and command and communications facilities and organs, and of strengthening So- 
viet soldiers with regard to politics and morale. It is necessary to milify 
the advantage of the element of surprise, so that the aggressors will have to 


abandon their plot of being the first to use nuclear weapons. 


Along with the armies of the other socialist countries, the Soviet armed forces 
are fulfilling their historical mission of defending the accompiisnments of 
socialism and protecting the peace and security ot nations. 


In stopping the imperialist aggressors and smashing their criminal plots 
against mankind, a very great role is played by the united armed forces of tne 


oo w~ 


Warsaw Fact, the military-political alliance of the European socialist cour- 
tries. The Warsaw Pact and its united armed forces manifest in a comprenensive 
Manner the Leninist principles regarding proletarian internazionalism and sc- 
Cialism, including — harmonious combineation of the individual interests cr 
the peoples and rations makir.j up the Warsaw Pact, tne socialist community in 
general, and the entire international communists’ and workers’ movement. 

The Soviet Union and the other countries of the Warsaw Pact do not stint in 
helping the other socialist countries resist aggression in order to protect 
their independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. We conti wally 
Support and assist the newly independent nations which are on tne path ot 
iocitentnah and progress, including the strengthening of national defense in 
accordance with their requirements. The profound righteousness of that assis- 
tance has been distorted by the enemy propaganda organs. But despite the insi- 
dious plots of the enemy, everyone of good will all over the world are aware 


+h 


that the socialis+ countries are progressive in nature, serve the objectives 
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of the freedom and security of nations, and meet the ardent aspirations of 
mankind. 


Tne Communist Party and people of the Soviet Union and the members of the So- 


viet armed forces hignly evaluate the friendship and cooperation that have 
united the Soviet Union and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Soviet-Vietnan- 
ese relations, which were consolidated and strengthened by the Treaty of 
riendship and Cooperation, did not form spontaneously. Over the course of 
many years it has been built and developed by the communists, people, and 
soldiers of the two countries. The principal directions of cooperation be- 
tween the two countries were delineated in the course of regular meetings con- 
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rade .. I. Breznnev, General Secretary of the CPSU and Chairman of the Presi- 
dium of the Supreme Soviet, and comrade Le Duan, General Secretary of the 
Vietnam Communist Party. We are profoundly pleased when we see tnat there is 
a unity of principle in viewpoints regarding all major problems of the era. 
res are pleased that relations between the parties and people of the two coun- 
ries have long e enjoyed an atmospnere of sincerity and mutuai respect and con- 
ence ina spirit of comradeship. That is the firm, unskaxable founda<ion 


Soviet-Vietnamese friendship. 


& 


ss 


— 
= 
- 
os 
- 
~ 
70 
“vu 


> 


ht, p+ 


Oo mea 


ne armies of our two countries are advancing together in the unified fizhting 

rmation of the armed forces of the socialist community. The two armies con- 

inualily assist each other in all spheres of life and work, exchange experien- 
a 


egarding combat training and political-ideological education, and exchar.ze 
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